plaints.
X HE substance of the following pages was prepared before the memoir from the CUnique of M. Dupuytren appeared ; but motives which I cannot even now condemn induced me to delay its publication. The The condition of the lining membrane of the ccecum should also be considered, for it will appear that the tumour may in some instances be occasioned by inflammation of that membrane transmitted to the contiguous tissues, while in others it seems to arise from perforation of the intestine by ulceration, and the contact of its fecal contents with the cellular structure immediately on its outside. I intended to consider the states here alluded to under the general denomination of Tumours of the Caecum, because I observed them to bear a reference, near or remote, to the condition of that organ. The term phlegmonous tumour is, however, retained, partly because the majority of cases met with present some traces of inflammatory action, but principally because the descriptions will be more readily recognized as relating to the affection described by M. Dupuytren under the title of Phlegmonous Tumours of the right Iliac region.
On inquiring into the contents of a tumour in the iliac region, we, however, meet cases which do not arrange themselves under the class of merely phlegmonous tumours, in the sense in which it is has been applied. The It has appeared as if the diseased action had been arrested and the exalted sensibilities of the parts had slumbered into comparative repose, but the process of nutrition never rallied, and the patient wasted away by steps so slow, and in a condition of such torpor and helplessness, that his death appeared tedious even to those who loved him best.
The remedies which produced the change would probably have done more at an earlier period of the disease. These were leeching, fomentation, and hip-bath, followed by the Unguent. Antimonii Tartarizaiiwith the moderate excitementof mercurial action by the ointment. The very general occurrence of ardor urince should make us cautious in the employment of cantharides * as a counter-irritant in this disease.
The appli.
cation of turpentine to the abdomen, although a severe remedy, is one from which I have seen, ntrw and then, very decided benefit.
When alluding to the employment of mercurial preparations, with a view to the absorption of lymph deposited about the ccecum, or in the substance of its coats, I expressed an opinion that this measure was called for by the fact of organic disease being occasionally met with in this as well as in other portions of the alimentary tube, and by our knowledge of the efficacy of " I have rarely found it necessary to allow a blister to be kept on longer than six hours, and it has frequently happened that the effect has been produced in a shorter time. The boy was nine years old, had continued fever about three years before, from which he never perfectly recovered. When admitted into St George's Hospital the abdomen was found to be tender, half-filled with fluid, and the right iliac region occupied by a hard immoveable mass of tumours ; the superficial veins enlarged. He survived but a short time. Dr Chambers judiciously conjectures that the foundation of the disease was laid during the fever. The post mortem examination disclosed the following appearances.
No trace of inflammation <5ti the peritoneum ; a large irregularly-shaped whitish mass was observed occupying the hypogastric right iliac and umbilical regions, and extending up to the inferior surface of the liver. On cutting into the tumour it was found that the interior of the coecum and ascending colon, of which parts it consisted, were throughout in a state of foul ulceration, whilst the tunics of the intestine, so far as they could be made out in the midst of such disorganization, were enormously thickened and hardened. The thickened and indurated parts had the character of true scirrhus, and the ulcerated surface was studded with processes of malignant growth, and had In collecting the materials which should regulate our practice, we may and ought to be deliberate, but in conveying them to others it is our duty to be brief.
